
Outline for FYF class: Involvement/transferable skills 
Thursday July 30 
 
Introductions: name, major, something they do for fun (unrelated to their major) 
 
Introduce myself. My story.(involvement/career path)  
(How I got involved @B-W beyond The Con eventually led me to this career field) 
(highlight transferrable skills I gained through my involvement) 
 
Transferable Skills activity:  
Divide into four groups. Assign each group a case study (hypothetical student; form of involvement; 
a mission statement and/or responsibilities). Each group must select five transferable skills that they 
believe will be best polished by the student in their case study (the groups will be given a set of index 
cards, each with a skill listed). Will share with the class. 
 
Regroup/Wrap-up: 

1. Introduce IDEAL and Involvement database  
2. Final “big picture” thoughts 

 
 
----- 
CASE STUDIES: 
 
1. Julie is a freshman Economics major at UF. She was granted federal work study as part of her 
financial aid award, and needed to find a part-time job on campus. Julie decided to attend the Part-
Time Job Fair at the beginning of the semester, and interviewed with a representative from Library 
West for a clerical position at the staff research assistance desk. The representative told her that job 
duties would include customer service at the desk, assisting with InfoCommons technology and 
microforms equipment, scheduling and maintaining media rooms, shelving books and other tasks as 
assigned. Julie had never worked at a library, but shared about her experience as a Publix cashier for 
the last two summers, and the representative was happy to hire her.  
 
What transferable skills might Julie gain in her day-to-day work at Library West?  
 
 
2. Vincent is a sophomore Piano Performance major at UF. He’s a vegetarian, and loves to go 
jogging near Lake Alice on cooler evenings. Vincent’s thirteen year old sister, Trish, was diagnosed 
with Type 1 Diabetes as a child, so Vincent feels especially passionate about helping kids maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. His roommate, Doug, is a member of UF Health Troupe, an organization that 
reaches out to middle-school children in the community regarding the value of healthy eating and 
exercise in disease prevention; Doug invited Vincent to attend the Health Troupe’s Swamp Hunt with 
him (The Swamp Hunt is a charitable scavenger hunt to raise funds and awareness for the American 
Diabetes Association). Through the Swamp Hunt, Vincent made some new friends, and decided that 
The Health Troupe would be a fun outlet for his stressful degree program.   
 
What transferable skills might Vincent gain by participating in The Health Troupe? 
 

 
 
 



3. Mia is a junior Natural Resource Conservation major at UF. She has decided to study abroad for 
the upcoming school year, so she started her research early by visiting the International Center’s 
website. A program in New Zealand jumped out at Mia, because NZ is known for its diverse array of 
geographic contrast (rainforests, glaciers, golden sand beaches, deep fjords, alpine herb fields, and 
rugged coastlines)—they even promise the opportunity to swim with dolphins! The program focuses 
on sustainable development to explore the relationship between people and their natural 
environment, a topic that has always been of interest to Mia, and she would be able to do the 
exploring with UF faculty who are experts in the field. What a perfect fit! Mia is looking forward to 
meeting students from other majors at UF (and other universities around the U.S.) and staying in 
hostel-style accommodations for the first time.  
 
What transferable skills might Mia gain from studying abroad in New Zealand? 
 
 
4. Eduardo is a senior Chemistry major at UF. He has been an active member of the Hispanic 
Student Association since freshman year, when he met a couple of other members at Gator Mania 
who encouraged him to come and check it out. He was a frequent participant in community service 
efforts, and served on the Public Relations Committee during his sophomore and junior year. 
Recently, Eduardo was nominated to serve as Treasurer of the Association; since Eduardo has 
always been a strong math student, and is reliable with handling sensitive data, he believes this 
position would be a great one for him to try. After all, managing a budget for student organization with 
1,100 active members would be a great addition to his resume, right? He accepts the nomination, and 
is later voted Treasurer for his last year at UF.  
 
What transferable skills might Eduardo gain from serving as Treasurer for the Hispanic Student 
Association?  
 

 
 
 


