
Life Themes and Career Patterns analysis 

I am an ACS (score of 21, 9, 8) 

I believe I will be happiest and most successful when I can organize the artists around me.   

----- 

This class further confirms for me that I made the right career decision!  

I spent my entire adolescence training to be a musician. Choir and band consumed most of my time, and I was voted 

“most musical” in my graduating class.  

I enrolled in the Baldwin-Wallace College Conservatory of Music as a music history and literature major, with piano as 

my primary instrument. As I progressed through my college career I also acquired an interest in choral conducting, and 

worked closely with a couple of mentors to begin preparing for a graduate program in choral conducting with the end 

goal of having my own university choir.  

In the meantime, I was very involved in the College: I was a resident assistant for a couple of years, a Dance Marathon 

participant, held a leadership role in Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, and worked in the Financial Aid office for almost 

two years. Student Affairs was something I did for fun, to “take a break” from the Conservatory, and meet new people. 

As I continued prepping for a graduate program in music, I noticed that “something didn’t feel quite right”, and actually 

started having panic attacks as I recorded audition DVDs and studied for entrance exams. A music friend of mine finally 

sat down with me and chatted about what I enjoyed doing and why I was “so stressed and looked so miserable”. After 

she told me that “Student Affairs is what you actually do”, I realized that I didn’t feel nearly as uptight when I was 

engaged in the college community in a different way. It’s almost like I needed someone to give me permission to just do 

music for fun—that I wasn’t quitting something I had been doing for my whole life.  

During the last two years, I have been navigating my Master’s program through the lens of a music student because I 

believe my conservatory training will always be close to my heart. Through an internship at the Career Resource Center 

at the University of Florida and a practicum at the Cleveland Institute of Music, I’ve started to imagine my dream job: to 

work as an administrator at a school of music. I want to be able to chat with music students about non-traditional career 

paths, and transferable skills, and the value of their “day jobs” to their future as self-made musicians. I want to 

encourage music students to pursue healthy lifestyle habits, both physically and mentally. And I think I can relate well to 

these students because I have been in their shoes.  

Initially, when I looked at my Holland Code formula (ACS) and we talked about consistency, I was concerned because 

Artistic and Conventional are opposites on the hexagram—and what exactly did that mean? A second look allowed me 

to realize that my high differentiation as an “A”, combined with almost equal scores on my “C” and “S” made me a great 

candidate for this type of role. I don’t fall in to the typical “musician stereotype” of being ethereal and disorganized, but 

most of my interests and hobbies are artistic in nature. I have just enough “C” in me to provide structure for myself and 

others around me, and just enough “S” to work well with most types of people (I am also a slight “I” on the MBTI, and 

have recently learned to embrace my introvert side and take time for myself…).   

Musicianship will always be a part of me, but I will be forever grateful to the friend who interceded on my behalf before 

graduating from B-W. I was definitely on the path to musician burnout, and would have run the risk of losing my passion 

for it all together.  

 



Career Story Interview Responses- Appendix 

1. How can I be useful to you as you construct your career? 

 

2. Who did you admire when you were growing up? Tell me about him or her?  

 My grandmother: she could do everything, made everything from scratch, led me to understand my 

faith, served as one of our primary caregivers when I was a child 

 Kelly Kapowski from Saved by the Bell: she was spunky, carefree, pretty 

 Ariel from the Little Mermaid: she was brave, had a beautiful voice 

 

3. Do you read any magazines or watch any television shows regularly? Which ones? 

 What do you like about these magazines or TV shows? 

 Friends: relatable; funny 

 America’s Next Top Model: artistic 

 Glee: music/show choir, just a little drama   

 

4. What is your favorite book or movie? Tell me the story.  

 Miss Congeniality with Sandra Bullock: An FBI agent goes undercover at a beauty pageant. She does so 

begrudgingly because she thinks beauty pageants are shallow, but befriends several of the contestants, 

and successfully averts the bombing at the final ceremony. They crown her “Miss Congeniality” for her 

bravery and dedication.  

 

5. Tell me your favorite saying or motto: 

 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. “  Romans 11:36 

 

6. What do you like to do with your free time? What are your hobbies? What do you enjoy about these hobbies? 

 Music. Wine/food. Scrapbooking. Photography.   All artistic.    

 

7. What were your three favorite subjects in junior high and high school? Which subjects did you hate? 

 Liked: Music. English. History.   Disliked: Math. Chemistry. Biology.  

 

8. What are your earliest recollections?  

 Family vacation to New England: I was five. One of our babysitters went with us (My sister was 2), and 

she brought a big bag of Now and Laters for us to eat in the car. She played with us on the beach in 

Maine.  

 I got my kindergarten shots on a summer morning and was really scared. That afternoon, I was playing 

barefoot in the backyard with my sister by the wading pool and stepped on a bee. I remember telling my 

mom that I stepped on a thorn because I was afraid I’d have to go back to the doctor for another shot.  

 My dad bought a cannonball watermelon and left it on the kitchen counter. He told me that we would 

cut it later, but I was impatient and tried to pick it up and carry it to him (I was probably 4 or 5). Beth 

(my sister) got underfoot, and I didn’t have a good grip on the watermelon, and I dropped it on her foot.  

 

 

 


